2016/2017

Friends of Llanfechain School - Chair’s Report

Friends of the School and the PTA
The Friends of Llanfechain School are a PTA. We are members of pta.org.uk and
are governed by the PTA model constitution, rules and regulations.
The purpose of ‘Friends’ is to advance the education of pupils in the school, in
particular by:
1. Developing effective relationships between the staff, parents and others
associated with the school
2. Engaging in activities or providing facilities or equipment which support
the school and advance the education of pupils
I.e. we support school events and raise money for the ‘fun stuff’ as well as
essential equipment that the school need and are unable to fund through other
sources.
Our current committee members are:
Chair – Helen Renwick
Secretary – Stacey Biddulph
Treasurer – Belinda Bateson
The current committee members were elected in May 2017. The committee meet
at least 3 times a year and hold an open AGM. All Friends are invited to these
meetings.
Funding priorities for 2017
Following the successful funding of Clevertourch interactive screens for the infant
and junior classrooms by the previous committee, the current committee decided
to focus on funding new computers for staff, ipads for teaching the children,
school trips and outdoor equipment such as a cover for the much-used sandpit.
Highlights of the Past Year
Between November and December 2016, Friends organised Christmas card and
tea towel sales and supported the Christmas concert by organising refreshments.
Quickly following the establishment of the new committee, Friends’ successfully
supported a range of events, including the Sports Day (June), Summer Concert
(July), Harvest Festival (October) and Grounds Maintenance Day (October).
The highlights so far were the Marathon Mayhem and Village Show stalls. The
sponsored run inspired the children to run an amazing 187 miles and raised
nearly £1,000. A fantastic team of Friends’ members (Stacey Biddulph, Ruth
North, Jenny Marsden, Kate Broome (supported by a number of pupils)
organised a range of fun games at the Llanfechain Village Show. As well as
raising money for the school, it provided a presence for the School at a key
village event, and we hope to take part in the Show again in August 2018.
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We also held an open invitation to the Plas yn Dinas pub for staff and parents,
which proved a lovely social evening that we hope to repeat more often.
Special Thanks
Thank you to the previous committee members – Lindsey Richards, Leah
Watkins and Dawn Pickstock for their successful fundraising last year and
support to the new committee members.
The new committee members have done an amazing job of stepping into their
new roles, supported by a number of enthusiastic members. Particular thanks go
to Sharon Bostock, Kate Broome, Caroline Brown, Kraig Buckley, Jenny
Marsden, Ruth North, Lindsey Richards, Chris Richards and Leah Watkins as
well as all the other staff, parents and friends who have supported our events
throughout the year.
Our Plans Ahead and How Friends Volunteers Can Get Involved
We have a number of events planned for 2017/18 including:
•

Promoting the Giving Machine – free donations via online shopping

•

Christmas Cards designed by the children

•

Supporting the Christmas Concert, Christmas Party, Sports Day, Summer
Concert, family quiz/entertainment night

•

Potential film night/sleepover – January/February 2018

•

Family Photography Sessions in the Spring 2018

•

Potential summer event

•

Llanfechain Village Show – providing games and potential refreshments

We are always seeking support for all our activities. No matter how big or
small - every bit of support is appreciated. We will however highlight
anything we would really appreciate help with in all our activities and
events over the coming year in newsletters, at full Friends meetings, our
new noticeboard (outside the school office) and on our blackboard outside
school. Please see any of the committee members if you are able to help.
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